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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Brent Scowcroft 

Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 


FROM 


George Bush 
Director 


SUBJECT : Nomination of Lt. General Vernon A. Walters, 

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence, 
for the National Security Medal 


1. Attached is a recommendation (Tab A) that the 
National Security Medal be awarded to Lt. General Vernon A. 
Walters. This recommendation has been prepared in accord- 
ance with Executive Order 10451 which establishes the 
National Security Medal and the Regulations promulgated by 
President Truman concerning its award, (Copy attached as 
Tab B.) 

2. General Walters' outstanding career began when he 
enlisted in the U. S. Army in 1941. He was commissioned and 
assigned to an Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon the 
following year. His military assignments included close 
service to the nation's top military leaders, hey attache 

? as it ions, and staff assistant assignment to Presidents. 

©cause of this unique background and experience he was 
appointed Deputy Director of Central Intelligence in 1972 
and has served in that capacity under four Directors of 
Central Intelligence. Since that time, veteran intelligence 
careerists have acclaimed his contribution to the intelli- 
gence effort. His knowledge of foreign affairs, keen 
intellect, and unusual linguistic ability mad© his a strong 
asset to the Intelligence Community and it is fitting that 
his career, a model of dedication, integrity, and service 
to country, should be capped by this outstanding performance. 
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3. If the President approves the award* it will b© 
necessary for him to sign the enclosed certificate, which 
accompanies the medal. It would also be appropriate for 
the President to present the award if his schedule would 
permit. 

4. I strongly support this recoBmendation. The 
award is justly deserved and will appropriately recognize 
the outstanding contributions that General Walters has 
made to the Agency, the Intelligence Community, and his 
country. 


h j George Bosh 

George flush 


Attachments a/s 


Distribution : 
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1 - ER 
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Originator: 

Director of Personnel 


(7 May 76) 
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CITATION 


Lt. General Walters' outstanding career began in 1941 
when he eniisted m the U. S. Army. He was commissioned 
the following year and served with distinction in Morocco 
Algeria, Tunisia, and Italy. After the war he was selected 
for numerous key assignments at Attache posts, SHAPE Head- 
quarters, NATO and as staff assistant to Presidents. His 
successes m these important positions were further recog- 
nized when m 1972 he was appointed Deputy Director of 
Central Intelligence. 

General Walters brought to his new assignment not only 
a intellect and an invaluable background in foreign 

attairs , ^ but he also possessed the highest degree of integ- 
rity, initiative, and desire for preservation of his 
nation's security. Serving under four Directors of Central 
intelligence, his accomplishments won” the acclaim of veteran 
intelligence careerists. At a time when the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency withstood its severest test, General Walters 
provided strength of character, high moral conviction, and 
courageous leadership that reflect great credit on himself 
the Intelligence Community, and his country. ’ 
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Proposed Award of the National Security Medal 
to Lieutenant General Vernon A. Walters 
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 


1 . The National Security Medal was established by 
President Truman via Executive Order 10431 on 19 January 
1953. Under the Executive Order's provisions, the National 
Security Medal may be awarded by the President (or by such 
persons as he may designate) for "distinguished achievement 
or outstanding contribution" in the field of "intelligence 
relating to the national security." The implementing regu- 
lations for the National Security Medal, also approved by 
President Truman on 19 January 1953, provide that the con- 
tribution of recipients of the award should consist of 
"exceptionally meritorious service performed in a position 
of high responsibility." It is our desire to nominate 
Lieutenant General Vernon A. Walters for this award. At 
this writing, he is Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 
though he will relinquish that post as soon as his suc- 
cessor, Mr. Enno H. Knoche, is confirmed by the Senate and 
sworn in. It is our opinion that General Walters' service 
to his country in the field of intelligence more than meets 
the criteria established for the National Security Medal. 
Upon his retirement. General Walters will haAre completed 35 
years of distinguished military service, most of which was 
spent in Intelligence. His career encompasses unique close 
service to Presidents, military leaders, high government 
officials, and as deputy to four Directors of Central 
Intelligence . 

2. General Walters was born in New York City on 
3 January 1917. He lived abroad with his parents and 
attended St. Louis Gonzaga School in Paris, France and 
Stoneyhurst College in England. His military career began 
on 2 May 1941 when he enlisted in the U. S. Army. In early 
1942 he attended the Officers Candidate School at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, and graduated as 2nd Lieutenant of 
Infantry on 29 May 1942. After taking part in the assault 
landing at Safi in Morocco in November 1942, for which he 
was awarded the Legion of Merit, he served in Algeria and 
Tunisia. As a Captain, he was assigned as Aide to General 
Mark W. Clark, Commanding General of the Fifth Army, and 
subsequently became Combat Liaison Officer with the 1st 
Brazilian Infantry Division, a position which he held until 
the end of the war. He was then assigned as Assistant Army 
Attache in Brazil from 1945 to 1948 and during this time 
was called upon to accompany President Truman, General 
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Eisenhower and General Marshall as Aide and interpreter on 
various trips that they made. 

3. Because of his keen intellect, remarkable linguistic 
ability and unusual competence it was inevitable that General 
Walters would be singled out for increasing positions of 
responsibility. In June 1948 he was assigned to Ambassador 
Averell Harriman as Assistant Military Attacbe-at-Large with 
duty station in Paris, and in 1949 he was appointed Army 
Attache-at-Large . Returning to the United States with 
Ambassador Harriman in June 1950, he became Military Assis- 
tant to the Special Assistant to the President. In addition 
to his subsequent selection for various key attache positions 
and assignment at SHAPE Headquarters and NATO, General Walters 
was a Staff Assistant to President Eisenhower. Because of his 
unique abilities he accompanied President Eisenhower and 
President Nixon on numerous foreign visits. 

4. General Walters was appointed by President Nixon to 
be the Deputy Director of Central Intelligence in March 1972. 
He took the oath of office and assumed the position on 2 May 
1972. Within days of assuming office, General Walters was 
the object of an attempt by individuals in high political 
office to draw CIA into improper use pf its special author- 
ities in a domestic political matter. Although he had only 
just taken up the job, General Walters’ instinctive sense 

of propriety and high personal integrity enabled him to 
refuse to allow CIA to be used improperly. 

5. In recognition of General Walters' key role in 
preventing the Agency from being misused. Director 
Schlesinger awarded General Walters the Distinguished Intel- 
ligence Medal, the Agency's highest award. 


6. The four years of General Walters' tenure as DDCI 
coincided with the most turbulent years in the Agency's his- 
tory. Coping \vith this situation in Washington largely 
preempted the time of the four Directors under whom General 
Walters served as Deputy. In this strained situation for 
the Agency, General Walters' unique talents and abilities 
enabled him to render brilliant service in the essential task 
of maintaining contact with the leaders of cooperating foreign 
intelligence services, authoritatively reassuring them of the 
Agency's continuing ability to perform the essential functions 
of this country's foreign intelligence service, and to main- 
tain the willingness of the foreign services to continue their 
vital cooperation with the United States. 


7. To speak of General Walters' unique abilities in 
dealing with senior foreign officials fails to do adequate 
justice to the very special talents of this man. He has not 
only the exceptional ability to speak directly with great 
fluency with most senior officials among friendly nations, 


. but also 
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quickly a relaxed, constructive and friendly atmosphere. 

He is by practice and unparalleled experience a highly 
skilled diplomat supported by an exceptional knowledge of 
history and international affairs. By his tireless 
application of his special talents at home and abroad. 
General Walters has made an absolutely unique and invalu- 
able contribution to the foreign intelligence mission of 
the United States. These special talents have also caused 
General Walters to be used by various national administra- 
tors for extremely sensitive diplomatic missions involving 
heavy responsibility. 

8. If the United States has produced a complete 
professional foreign intelligence officer in the broadest 
sense of the term, with the widest possible range of 
experiences and responsibilities, surely General Walters' 
name must come to mind. 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 10431 

National SrctKiTi Medal 

By vlrtue-of the authority vested in ine as President of the United States and 
as Commander in Chief c-f the armed forces of the United States, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

j, There is hereby established a medal to he known as the National Security 
Medal with accompanying ribbons and appurtenances. The medal and its ap- 
purtenances shall be of appropriate design, approved by tbe Executive Secretary 
of the National Security Council. 

2. The National Security Medal may be awarded to any person, without regard 
to nationality, including members of tbe armed forces of the United States, for 
distinguished achievement or outstanding contribution on or after July 2G, 1017, 
In the field of intelligence relating to the national security. 

3. The decoration established by this order shall he awarded by the President 
of the United States or, under regulations approved by bitn, by such person or 
persons as he stay designate. 

4 . No more than one National Security Medal shall be awarded to any one per- 
son, but for subsequent services justifying an award, a suitable device may be 
awarded to be worn with tbe MedaL 

5. Members of the armed forces of the United States who are awarded the 

decoration established by this order are authorized to wear the medal and the 
ribbon symbolic of the award, as may be authorized triform regulations ap- 
proved by -he Secretary of Defense. ' 

6. Tbe’decc ration established by this order may be awarded posthumously. 

HaRKT S. Truman 

Xus VTtzzte Kocpe. 

Jcnuzry 13, 2SSS. 

T, rcczitioNs Cotesniss raz Anaio or the National Scccnrrx Medal 

Pursuant to Paragraph 2 of Executive Order 10131, tbe following regulations 
ere hereby issued to govern the award of the National Security Medal: 

1. Tbe National Security Medal may be awarded to any person without regard 
to nationality, including a member of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
who, on or after 23 July 1047, has made an outstanding contribution to tbe 
National intelligence effort. This contribution may consist of either exception- 
ally meritorious service performed in a position of high responsibility or of an 
act of valor requiring personal courage of a high degree and complete disregard 
of personal safety. 

2. The National Security Medal with accompanying ribbon end appurtenances, 
shall be of appropriate design to be approved by tbe Executive Secretary of the 
National Security Council. 

3. The National Security Medal shall be awarded only by the President or his 
designee for that purpose. 

4. Recommendations may he submitted to the Executive Secretary of the 
National Security Council by any individual having personal knowledge of the 
facts of the exceptionally meritorious conduct or act cf valor of the candidate In 
the performance of outstanding services, either as an eyewitness or from the 
testimony of others who have personal knowledge or were eyewitnesses. Any 
recommendations shall he accompanied by complete documentation, including 
where necessary, certificates, affidavits or sworn transcripts of testimony. Each 
recommendation for an award shall show the exact status, at the time of the 
rendition of the service on which the recommendation is based, with respect to 
citizenship, employment, and all other material factors, of the person who Is 
being recommended for the National Security Medal. 

5. Each recommendation shall contain a draft of an appropriate citation to 
accompany the award of the National Security Medal. 

Approved : 

II Aim* S. Truman 
January 19, 1033. 


TAGO 270SE5 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Brent Scowcroft 

Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 

FROM-. . ; ■ George. Bush . V;;;; 1 

Director 

SUBJECT : Nomination of Lt. General Vernon A. Walters, 

Deputy Director of Central Intelligence, 
for the National Security Medal 


1. Attached is a recommendation (Tab A) that the 
National Security Medal be awarded to Lt. General Vernon A. 
Walters. This recommendation has been prepared in accord- 
ance with Executive Order 10431 which- establishes the 
National Security Medal and the Regulations promulgated by 
President Truman concerning its award. (Copy attached as 
Tab B. ) 

2. General Walters’ outstanding career began when he 
enlisted in the U. S. Army in 1941. He was commissioned and 
assigned to an Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon the 
following year. His military assignments included close 
service to the nation’s top military leaders, key attache 
positions, and staff assistant assignment to Presidents. 
Because of this unique background and experience he was 
appointed Deputy Director of Central Intelligence in 1972 
and has served in that capacity under four Directors of 
Central Intelligence. Since that time, veteran intelligence 
careerists have acclaimed his contribution to the intelli- 
gence effort. His knowledge of foreign affairs, keen 
intellect, and unusual linguistic ability made him a strong 
asset to the Intelligence Community and it is fitting that 
his career, a model of dedication, integrity, and service 

to country, should be capped by this outstanding performance. 
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3, If the President approves the award, it will he 
necessary for him to sign the enclosed certificate, which 
accompanies the medal. It would also be appropriate for 
the President to present the award if his schedule would 
permit. 

4. I strongly support this recommendation. The 
award is justly deserved and will appropriately recognize 
the outstanding contributions that General Walters has _ 
made to the Agency, the Intelligence Community, and his 
country. 


! 


1 

j STATINTL 


George Bush 
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CITATION 


Lt. General Walters' outstanding career began in 1941 
when he enlisted in the U. S. Army. He was commissioned 
the following year and served with distinction in Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia, and Italy. After the war he was selected 
for numerous key assignments at Attache posts, SHAPE Head- 
quarters, NATO, and as staff assistant to Presidents. His 
successes in these important positions were further recog- 
nized when in 1972 he was appointed Deputy Director of 
Central Intelligence. 

General Walters brought to his new assignment not only 
a keen intellect and an invaluable background in foreign 
affairs, but he also possessed the highest degree of integ- 
rity, initiative, and desire for preservation of his 
nation's security. Serving under four Directors of Central 
Intelligence, his accomplishments won” the acclaim of veteran 
intelligence careerists. At a time when the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency withstood its severest test, General Walters 
provided strength of character, high moral conviction, and 
courageous leadership that reflect great credit on himself, 
the Intelligence Community, and his country. 
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Proposed Award of the National Security Medal 
to Lieutenant General Vernon A. Walters 
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 


Prpsi dipn y T Jp C Natl °nal Security Medal was established by 
President^l'ruman via Executive Order 10431 on 19 January 
1953. Under the Executive Order's provisions the National 
Security Medal may be awarded by the President (or by such 

designate) for "distinguished achiLemeM 
or outstanding contribution" m the field of "intelligence 
relating to the national security." The iraplementin/rpon- 
1 at ions for the National Security Medal, also approved by 

li uman . on 19 Ja ™ ary 1953 > thS? r ?he cS L 

o£ reci P ient ? of the award should consist of 
exceptionaHy meritorious service performed in a position 

Lieutenant S r° nSlb i 1 v t ^‘ " is ° ur desire to nominate 
leutenant General Vernon A. Walters for this award. At 

this writing, he is Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 

though he will relinquish that post as soon as his sue? 

sworain Tt? H * Knoche ’ is confirmed by the Senate and 
sworn in. It is our opinion that General Walters' service 

the h c?iteria r Li\ 1 t3?e w f a e i d o£ . intelligence more than meets 
tt™ c J lteila . established for the National Security Medal 
Upon his retirement. General Walters will have completed 35 
S" f n f^tinguished military service, most of Xch was 

service to Pn^-a en ^ e * H ^- career encompasses unique close 
a ^ vi 9 e 1 t0 Presidents, military leaders, high government 

fficials, and as deputy to four Directors of Central 
Intelligence. 

2. General Walters was born in New York City on 
.He lived abroad with his parents and 
attended St. Louis Gonzaga School in Paris, France and 

oi°2 e Mav r ?L?° n Gg \ in E ?? land - His military career began 
iqa 2 ? f 7 494l .. wden u he enlls ted in the U. S. Army. In early 
194 2 he attended the Officers Candidate School at Fort 7 

GeC 7I ia ’ and graduated as 2nd Lieutenant of 

landin7a? n s?f 1942 * After taking part in the assault 
landing at Safi m Morocco m November 1942, for which he 

is?a s t e r Le f° n Merit ’ he Served ia Algeria and 
Mark wri A v Captain, he was assigned as Aide to General 
Maik W. Clark Commanding General of the Fifth Army and 
subsequently became Combat Liaison Officer with the’ 1st 

t}7p Z oiV ai V?? antry Division > a position which he held until 
the end of the war. He was then assigned as Assistant Army 

wasVal 11 U from 1945 t0 1948 and during this time 

was called upon to accompany President Truman, General 
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hisenhower and General Marshall as Aide and 
various trips that they made. 


interpreter on 


waf a stST at A HAPE Headquarters and NATO, General WaUers 
^resident Nixon on numerous foreign visits. 

u .1 ^ enera 4 Walters was appointed by President Nixon i -n 
e the Deputy Director of Central Intelligence in March 197? 

?q77°°V^- 0a 5 h ° f 0ffice and ass ™ed thl posiiLn Sn 2 Mav' 
1972 Within days of assuming office, General Walters was 

office" 1 to d?L a ciA t in?o t ' by individuals ln High political 
Le to draw L1A into improper use of its special am-hny- 

lties in a domestic political matter. Although he had onlv 
of S propr iety^ancfhi °h * Genera J Walters ’ instinctive sense 

refS^^lM^bTSSS Spr e o g p"Jly? nabled « 

5 ; . In recognition of General Walters' key role in 
preventing the Agency from being misused, Director 
chlesmger awarded General Walters the Distinguished Intel 
ligence Medal, the Agency's highest award. TlngU1Slled Intel " 

four years of General Walters' tenure as ddpt 
coincided with the most turbulent years in the A encv's f L 
tory. Coping with this situation in Washington la?gely 

Walters Served ‘as^eDutv 6 f ° ur Directors under whom General 
nailers served as Deputy. In this strained situation for 

intelligence"! ervices^" 'aiJhoJuaOvely^rL^sSr^g”^^ 

Agency's continuing ability to perform the essential functions 

?a f i„ th ihe“i?^;;' S ess r „ e j g ?, ln ^ nigenCe —ice^fto^ 

v-it-ni ^ llingness of the foreign services to continue their 
vital cooperation with the United States. 

ri«oi- 7 ‘ T° s P eak of General Walters' unique abilities in 
dealing with senior foreign officials fails to do adequate 
justice to the very special talents of this man He has not 

nnL e e ^ e P tional to speak directly with great 

bit alsV'has rtf' S T°t officials among friendly nations, 
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quickly a relaxed, constructive and friendly atmosphere. 

He is by practice and unparalleled experience a highly 
skilled diplomat supported by an exceptional knowledge of 
history and international affairs. By his tireless 
application of his special talents at home and abroad. 
General Walters has made an absolutely unique and invalu- 
able contribution to the foreign intelligence mission of 
the United States. These special talents have also caused 
General Walters to be used by various national administra- 
tors for extremely sensitive diplomatic missions involving 
heavy responsibility. 

8. If the United States has produced. a complete 
professional foreign intelligence officer in the broadest 
sense of the term, with the widest possible range of 
experiences and responsibilities, surely General Walters 1 
name must come to mind. 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 10431 

National Seccriti Medal 

By virtue of the authority rested in me as President of rl:e United States and 
as Commander in Chief of the anitod forces of the Unitc-d States, ft is hereby 
ordered as feliows: . 

1. There is hereby established a medal to ho known as the National Security 
Medal with accompanying ribbons nDd appurtenances. The medal and its ap- 
purtenances shall he of appropriate design, approved l>y tie Executive Secretary 
of the National Security Cotmcih 

2. The National Security Medal may be awarded to any person, without regard 
to nationality. Including members of the armed forces of the United States, for 
distinguished achievement or outstanding contribution on or after July 20, 1047, 
in the field of intelligence relating to the national security. 

S. The decoration established by this order shall be awarded by the President 
of the United States or, under regulations approved by him, by such person or 
persons as he may designate. 

4. No more than one National Security Medal shall he awarded to any one per- 
son, but for subsequent services Justifying an award, a suitable device may be 
awarded to be worn with the Medal. 

5. Members of the armed forces of the United States who are awarded the 
decoration established by this order are authorized to wear the medal and the 
ribbon symbolic of the award, as may be authorized b^imiform regulations ap- 
proved by the Secretary of Defense. 

t!. The decoration established by this order may be awarded posthumously. 

Harst S. Truman 

Tee Its- House. 

Jinwary 13. 1SSS . 

7airunovs Governing ise Award or the National Seccrixi Medal 

Pursuant to Paragraph 2 of Executive Order 10431, the following regulations 
are hereby issued to govern the award of the National Security Medal: 

1. The National Security Medal may be awarded to any person without regard 
to nationality, including a member of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
who, on or after 2d July 1047, has made an outstanding contribution to the 
National intelligence eTort. This contribution may consist of cither exception- 
ally meritorious service performed in a position of high responsibility or of an 
act of valor requiring personal courage of a high degree and complete disregard 
of personal safety. 

2. The National Security Medal with accompanying ribbon and appurtenances, 
shall be of appropriate design to be approved by the Executive Secretary of the 
National Security Council. 

3. The National Security Medal shall be awarded only by the President or bis 
designee for that purpose. 

4. Recommendations may be submitted to the Executive Secretary of the 
National Security Council by any Individual having personal knowledge of the 
facts of the exceptionally meritorious conduct or act of valor of the candidate in 
the performance of outstanding services, cither ns an eyewitness or from the 
testimony of others who have personal knowledge or were eyewitnesses. Any 
recommendations shall he accompanied by complete documentation. Including 
where necessary, certificates, affidavits or sworn transcripts of testimony. Each 
recommendation for an award shall show the exact status, at the time of the 
rendition of the service on which the recommendation is based, with respect to 
citizenship, employment, and alt other material factors, of the person who is 
being recommended for the National Security Medal. 

5. Each recommendation shall contain a draft of an appropriate citation to 
accompany the award of the National Security Medal. 

Approred : 

IIari: v S. Truman 
January 19, 1953. 
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